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Also Present:
John Labouchere – District Councillor,  Mark Kiddle-Morris, County Councillor, Mark Goodbody, Police/SNT, Mrs Heather Gooch, Heritage Society, Mrs Anne Cleverley, Horningtoft P.C.C., Mr John Robertson, Homewatch
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.
District Councillor's Report-John Labouchere reported on the following subjects:

1) North Pole Farm – there is an Appeal against the Enforcement Order to remove the caravan. John Labouchere has written to The Planning Inspectorate at Bristol informing them that the occupiers have not complied with the Health and Safety aspect, in that the site is adjacent to the head water springs of the Wensum River. There is no utility supply to the site and there is a risk of contamination to the river.  He asked that the Parish Council write to Bristol outlining their objections to the siting of the caravan on this land.  Clerk will draft a letter for Chairman’s signature.

2) Land at Billingford – purchase by Mr Basil Todd has created lakes taking water from the river Wensum by way of sluice gates. This will lower the level of the river.

3) Care in the Home – the budget for Respite for Carers is being cut, £17m less this year. This will prevent carers having a necessary break from the burden of 24 hour care. 

4) Local Development Framework – this is an ongoing project which does not affect Horningtoft as there is no Settlement Boundary in the village. Most development will be in market towns. 

5) Cost cutting – discussions are ongoing between Breckland and South Norfolk Councils to see if some posts, particularly in senior management, can be shared.  Both Councils would keep their individuality but sharing some posts would save money, particularly when Government have said there will be a 30% cut in funding.  
County Counsellor’s Report – 

1) Unitary Authority – it has just been announced that Norwich is to be granted separate Unitary status from the rest of Norfolk.  This was being debated in Parliament at the present moment and will mean a 30% cut in funding for the rest of Norfolk and an inevitable rise in Council Tax for all.  Mr Kiddle-Morris said that if the present Government is returned in May, this change will occur.  The Conservatives have said they will scrap the whole idea if they win power. 
2) Roads – gritting routes – this had caused problems due to the weather this winter, but apart from main roads, all villages had one road gritted to enable residents to use their cars.  Potholes – many complaints received.  Highways have an ongoing programme of temporary repairs, as permanent filling is not feasible until the cold weather has ceased.

3) Council Tax – Norfolk C.C. increase will be 1.9% this financial year. 

Mr Kiddle-Morris took questions.  Mr Cleverley asked why the Planning rules did not appear to be consistent across the region. Mr Kiddle-Morris said the Planning policy had been set up to cover the whole of the Eastern Region and should therefore apply to all. 
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2009:  approved, subject to the following:  under the Charity Trustees report, the amount for expenditure should read £152, not £2152. Signed by Chairman, proposed by Pauline Chapman and seconded by Clare Wheeler.

Chairman's Report
The Chairman began his report with Planning, with the following Applications being received during the year:-

Mr R Storey and Ms S Moden application to extend Elmroyd – granted with conditions (concerning drainage and visibility)

Mr R Reeve – North Pole Farm (meadow at the Fakenham Road end of Dodmans Lane) – to site caravan to supervise new agricultural business – refused.  Enforcement Order issued to remove caravan.

Mr S Anderson – Jocelyn Lodge ​– application for two storey extension – granted. 
Dr S Hibberd – Church House – alterations to north wall and gates – granted.

McKergov Developments Ltd  - plot adjacent to Barracouta – variation of Condition 9, hard surfacing of drive – application to reduce amount of hard surfacing – granted.
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Mr K Tuck – Town & Country Conservatories – erection of prefabricated buildings to replace dilapidated portacabin offices.  Application withdrawn after planning meeting on 19th November 2009, Plans have been revised and re-submitted. 

Mr S Anderson – Jocelyn Lodge – conversion of outbuildings to holiday units – granted.

Mr S Cleverley – Ivy Farm – application to convert former farm building into residential property – granted.

Highways – Jason Glasspoole has been contacted on various occasions re: potholes (Oxwick Road), passing places (Whissonsett Road), drainage, missing signs, state of verges and, as usual, has done his best to sort out these problems. A water leak on Whissonsett Road was eventually repaired after pressure through the Press from Maurice Reeder and Peter Greenwood. 
Finance – the Precept was reduced last year from £1,905 to £1,860 this was mainly due to savings made on the Insurance Premium by changing the Council’s insurers. 

Income and savings to date  £4,593.80

Expenditure 

      £1,700.16

Balance                                £2,893.64

General – at our May meeting Clare Wheeler agreed to become Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.
The annual Risk Assessment in June found the noticeboards in good repair. Various trees were cut back to aid visibility and protect the village sign – thanks to Peter Greenwood and Graham Drew for helping to do this.  As a result of the inspection, Maurice Reeder was asked to examine the village sign and treat as he thought necessary.  The grasscutting in and around the Churchyard is now being done by a different contractor, Mr Moyes having retired.  The new contractor, Mr Lake, is doing a good job and a contract has been agreed. Councillors felt this should be reviewed annually. The September meeting was attended by our new County Councillor, Mr Mark Kiddle-Morris.  It was remarked this was the first time Councillors could remember a County Councillor attending a Horningtoft P.C. meeting.
At the November meeting retired Parish Councillor, Maurice Reeder was presented with a gift in recognition of his 28 years service to Horningtoft Parish Council.

The Clerk and Chairman attended two Town and Parish Forums (October and February) arranged by Breckland Council and chaired by the Chief Executive, Trevor Holden. These meetings covered various topics such as policing, transport, Community housing, LDF (Local Development Framework), and other community projects.  Both meetings included question and answer sessions and both meetings also included discussion about the re-organisation of District Councils into a single Unitary Authority, a situation that still drags on at considerable cost to the taxpayer. 

Horningtoft village is part of the route of an underground cable carrying power from the Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm.  Work will probably begin in 2011.
Police Update (Safer Neighbourhood Team)

Sergeant Mark Goodbody, who is based at Dereham Police Station and said the workload had greatly increased, although not in Horningtoft! There were only three actual minor robbery crimes in the village.  There had been 13 calls to the Station of which only 5 were in connection with crime. Antisocial behaviour was down 5% and crime down 2%.  Norfolk is still the safest county in England. He said that Peter Fuller, the PCSO, who left to join the Police Force, was now based at Fakenham and covered Response calls to the village. His replacement was Paul Baker, who was now going to Downham Market, but he would advise as soon as the new PCSO was appointed.  He asked for details of any village events, such as fetes, as these proved ideal places to advertise the work of the Safer Neighbour Teams.  He mentioned that more police would be seen on bicycles in future – being dropped off by car in rural areas.  

Mr Tuck, of Town & Country Conservatories, mentioned that he had had three crimes committed on the premises in the last year, one theft of aluminium and two of oil from tanks. He had not reported these as he felt there was nothing that could be done.  Sergeant Goodbody asked if all crimes could be reported regardless of possible outcome.
The Chairman asked if it was possible for the 30 m.p.h. on Brisley Road to be policed again.  Sergeant Goodbody asked for a particular time to be given to him so that the Traffic section could target sensibly.  

Homewatch John Robertson reported a mixed year.

Firstly, there was only one crime in the village that came to his attention but that opened a can of worms.  When Graham Drew reported to the Police theft of items from his premises he was immediately interrupted to be asked “What is your ethnic origin” and “Do you need victim support” which is not considered is a good opening gambit.  The Police did not send out an officer to talk to Mr Drew about the crime and although the police visited neighbours to make enquiries, they did not call on him! It was some five days before the Police contacted him again and then only to say that there was not much chance of recovery of the stolen goods. 
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A complaint to the Police about this train of events elicited a full and conciliatory reply but did not answer the basic points satisfactorily.  Mr Robertson’s opinion was that when reporting a crime and wish to see a policeman, insist that your request is acted upon. The opening greeting received by Graham was, the Police agreed, wrong in as far as it should have been raised at the end of the conversation. The questions have to be asked apparently because the present government has decreed this and the police have no say in the matter. And finally, the Chief Constable of Norfolk has pledged that any victim of a crime should be asked if they wish to be kept informed of progress with the crime inquiry; Mr Drew was not asked and anyone speaking to the police should also make sure that they request this action.

Secondly, Horningtoft has lost the very excellent PCSO, Pete Fuller, who, in the opinion of Mr Robertson, was one of the best representatives of the Police force that we have seen in our village. He very kindly advised Horningtoft (and representatives of the many other parishes he covered) to say that he had been successful in having his application accepted as a full Police Constable and now works at Fakenham station. There is no replacement for him as a PCSO as yet, but he does still visit the village during the course of his duties so will be seen from time to time.  However, he pointed out that with the Safer Neighbourhood Team operating from Dereham police station, the village should be able to get instant local attention by speaking to one of the dedicated Sergeants there, Mark Goodbody and Gareth Woodward. Tel. no. is 0845 4564567 ext. 2085 or email at SNTDereham@norfolk.pnn.police.uk.  Otherwise, telephone numbers for reporting crimes are as stated on the last circulation list, i.e. 999 to report a crime that is happening or the Wymondham number, 0845 4564567 for a crime that has happened.  Mr Robertson asked to be informed as well, so he can collate the issue and advise other people if they might also be in danger.  He reiterated that if anyone wanted an updated list of Homewatch members with appropriate telephone numbers etc., please let him know at horningtoft@supanet.com.  
Thirdly, there have been developments in the Homewatch Scheme itself but rather than go through the many complications of events over the last few years, suffice to say that management and control of Homewatch will transfer from its current Partnerships support to Communications and Public Affairs, effectively under control of the SNTs and Homewatch will become integrated with the 52 policing teams in Norfolk.  The Dereham SNT supervises the local Community Action Group which meets regularly to discuss any local crime problems. They have been successful in solving many problems in and around Dereham and if anyone is interested in attending their meetings, contact Lucy Brewster of Norfolk Constabulary (telephone 01842 222553 or email ‘brewsterl@norfolk.pnn.police.uk’).

PCC Treasurer's Report – Anne Cleverley reported that attendance has been quite good. It was nice to see people from other churches when there was no service at their own church. However, some were deterred because of the lack of heating.  There has been one wedding in 2009.   Finance – just half the Parish share has been paid and it is hoped the rest will be forthcoming by the end of the financial year.  Events in the village – Olive and Kenny Tuck had a coffee evening and a Tug-of-War and a mini-Fête was held by kind permission of Simon and Fiona Wheeler.  The Christmas Bazaar was held in the church and, as usual, was very successful.  Unfortunately, because of the extreme weather the Carol Service and pre-Christmas service had to be postponed.
Building works
1) Repairs to rainwater leaks and gutters have been surveyed and a price has been agreed with Mr Eke. 
2) There is a lot of woodworm in the organ, chairs and some furniture. The carpet in the Sanctuary cannot be moved while the woodworm is being treated by Mr Beadle (a quote has been accepted) and large sheets of plastic may be needed to protect the carpet. 
3) Rewiring - a new quote has been received from Wensum Electrics, reducing the original one for the rewiring, new sockets for lights and two wall heaters in the Sanctuary.  The high lights in the middle of the nave will be removed and new spots fitted on the east wall. The quote is for £10,700.  This will be discussed at the next meeting of the P.C.C.  For the present, heating is being supplied by three patio heaters. 
Peter Greenwood was thanked for locking and unlocking the church daily and Stuart Cleverley for putting the new heaters together.
Charity Trustees - Pauline Chapman reported that year end 31st March 2009 saw income at £218 and expenses were £150. Balance now £305. More grants have been made over the year, particularly for University expenses. As usual, anyone who needs some extra help is welcome to approach the Charity.  Trustees unchanged – Pauline Chapman, Heath Gooch and Liz Logan.
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Heritage Society - Heather Gooch reported that a smaller exhibition was held late September last year at Home Farm. The theme was residents of Horningtoft who had departed for foreign shores and this can be seen on the boards in the church now. As yet there is no theme or a date for an exhibition this year. If a date can be agreed the existing exhibition in the church at the moment would be enlarged, to include some of the previous exhibitions which have been in the church in the past but not seen by many people;  for example the Horningtoft connection to the slave trade. If anyone is interested in doing their own research, The Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons) have just added to their free web site www.familysearch.org images of parish records, baptisms, marriages and burials for many of the villages in Norfolk including Horningtoft, dated mainly from 1539 to 1901, but for baptisms up to 1973. These are exactly the same as the images you would find on fiche or microfilm at The Forum or Norfolk Record Centre in Norwich. Enquiries still coming via the Horningtoft web site, and the visitors book in the church. Heather and Pauline Chapman would still like any information, old deeds, photos, etc., relating to the village which can be scanned and returned to the owner. 

Any Other Business:
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
