HORNINGTOFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2009
AT BELL LODGE 7.30 P.M.

Councillors Present:

Andrew Hill


Chairman





Peter Greenwood









Clare Wheeler





Graham Drew





Pauline Chapman




Christine Robertson

Clerk




Members of the Public:
Two
The Chairman welcomed Maurice Reeder to the Meeting and presented him with a gift of red wine from the Councillors and Clerk in recognition of his 28 years of service to the Council, having joined in October 1981. Mrs Chapman pointed out from the records that the Precept at that time was only £50, but that not much else had changed, as the subject of potholes on the roads, the village sign and the renovation of the seats were on the Agenda.
The Chairman also reported that he and the Clerk had attended a Town & Parish Forum at The Ecotech Centre in Swaffham, where among subjects discussed were the new Planning Website, Matchfunding and the Pride in Breckland Campaign. Trevor Holden, Chief Executive of Breckland Council spoke of the Light Dragoons Parade on 4th December in Dereham and hoped that this would be well supported. 
35/09
MINUTES: the Minutes of the September 2009 meeting were approved and signed, subject to the following corrections: Under Finance – Income should read £952.50. Under Correspondence, Sponsorship. ‘Response’ should read ‘Refusal’. Proposed Peter Greenwood, seconded Clare Wheeler.
36/09 
MATTERS ARISING: Parking on Lower Whissonsett Road – Graham Drew has spoken to residents and they have agreed to ensure cars are kept off the road.  
37/09 
FINANCE: Expenditure including cheques to be signed at this meeting, £1625.16, Income £952.50, Balance £2961.04. Cheques signed: Audit Fee for Mazars £57.50, Clerk’s salary for six months £267.47, Expenses £16.26. Proposed by Graham Drew, seconded by Clare Wheeler. Signed by Andrew Hill and Peter Greenwood. 
Precept  - Discussed. The Insurance Premium has been reduced by changing Insurers and is now budgeted at  £325.  However, grasscutting may cost more in 2010 and an extra £30 p.a. has been allocated  The overall Precept  is therefore reduced from £1,905 to £1,860. Proposed by Pauline Chapman, seconded by Graham Drew.  Clerk will advise Breckland Council.
38/09: 
PLANNING:  Mr J Reeve – North Pole Farm – Enforcement Order in place.  Caravan has to be removed by 26th April 2010.  
Mr S Storey and Ms S Moden – Elmroyd –Council wrote to Mr Mike Brennan, Development Services Manager, on 17th September and received a reply by email, stating that he would be contacting Mr Storey and Ms Moden.  Clerk requested an update on 2nd November.  A meeting was arranged for Breckland Council and Highways to discuss the situation.  It was agreed that the hedge from their access to the bend on Oxwick Road would be removed and that the fence needed to be changed. The drainage problem was also discussed. A second site meeting took place on Monday 9th November.  Outcome of this meeting awaited.
Mr S Anderson, Jocelyn Lodge – 2 storey extension – 3PL/2009/0793/F – Councillors discussed – no objection. Reply sent to Breckland Council 7th September 2009.  Granted on 15th October 2009.
McKergov Developments Ltd  Plot adjacent to Barracouta, Fakenham Road, 3PL/2009/0839/F – Variation of Condition 9 Hard Surfacing of Drive – application to reduce amount of hard surfacing. No objection.

Mr K Tuck – Town & Country Conservatories , Whissonsett Road – 3PL/2009/0994/F – Erection of prefabricated office building in place of four dilapidated portacabins. This application to be discussed at Planning Meeting arranged for 19th November at 7.30 p.m. in St. Edmund’s Church.
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39/09
CORRESPONDENCE:
BT Telephone Box – letter received inviting Council to purchase BT Box situated on the Fakenham Road. Council discussed and agreed unanimously to purchase this at a cost of £1.  Clerk will advise the appropriate authority .

40/09
AGENDA ITEMS:

Clerk’s Salary Review - the Norfolk Association of Local Council Clerks have advised new salaries for the previous year, which will increase Clerk’s salary by £7.42 p.a. Agreed. Proposed by Andrew Hill and seconded by Clare Wheeler. 
Grasscutting – Review of contract with G R Lake Garden Maintenance – Council felt that Mr and Mrs Lake provided a good service.  It was therefore agreed that a letter would be sent renewing their contract for the next 12 months. Clerk will prepare a letter for Chairman’s signature. 

Meeting Dates for 2010 – Tuesday 12th January, Tuesday 9th March (Annual Parish Meeting), Tuesday 11th May (Annual Parish Council Meeting), Tuesday 13th July, Tuesday 14th September, Monday 8th November. 

 41/09
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Offshore Wind Farms - Mrs Chapman mentioned the information sent to the Council from Dudgeon Offshore Wind Ltd. Graham Drew advised that the cable to take the electricity across Norfolk will be dug through Horningtoft.  A map detailing the actual route is available from the Clerk if required.  The work is expected to start in 2011.  Clerk subsequently received details of an Exhibition showing details of the proposed project  to be held in Fakenham Parish Church on Tuesday 17th November between 1.p.m. and 8.p.m.
Brisley Road Road Narrows sign – this does not appear to have been reinstated.  Clerk will ask Jason Glasspoole to check on progress. Junction of Thumb Lane with Oxwick Road – Clerk was asked to enquire where the boundary is between the unadopted Thumb Lane and Oxwick Road. Jason has looked at this and will draw up a map showing the correct boundary.  
There being no further business, the Chairman again thanked everyone for attending and Clare Wheeler for her warm hospitality, including the jam tarts.  He also thanked Maurice Reeder for his 28 years as Councillor. The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12th January at 7.30 p.m. at Bell Lodge, as Clare Wheeler has again invited the Councillors to convene around her kitchen table.
