MINUTES 15TH JULY 2009

All Councillors present

1 member of the public

22/09: MINUTES of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 12th May 2009 ​​​arry Wheller

07786 301 46



































































































approved. Proposed by Peter Greenwood, seconded by Graham Drew.

23/09:
MATTERS ARISING:  the ‘Road Narrows’ sign on the Brisley Road has not yet been replaced.  Clerk will contact Highways. Declaration of Acceptance of Office Clerk ascertained it is not necessary for the Vice Chairman to sign this. 
24/09:
FINANCE:  Audit – papers completed and sent off to Mazars, the external Auditors.  Internal Audit completed by Heather Gooch.  Completion of Accounts advertised on Noticeboards . Accounts can be viewed between 20th July and 14th August.  Insurance – as Allianz Insurance quote continued to rise, Clerk obtained quotation from Came & Company Parish Council Scheme.  This not only gave better cover, but if locked in for three years, would not increase annually and in fact would decrease if no claims were made.  Quote was £322.55 against Allianz £399.45 and Councillors, having examined the Policy voted to change insurers.  Paperwork completed and sent off.  Cheques signed – Insurance Came & Company £322.55,  Heather Gooch (Internal Audit) £38.00,  G & T Lake Garden Maintenance (grasscutting) £80.00. Balances: Income £3633.40, Expenditure £841.38, Balance £2,792.02.

25/09:
PLANNING:
Mr R Storey and Ms S Moden – Elmroyd – Planning Enforcement confirmed that they would be visiting the site to examine the visibility problem. She will contact Clerk when this has been done to advise progress.  Highways were also in touch regarding the drainage situation and will contact Clerk.   North Pole Farm  application has been put to Breckland for the siting of a caravan to supervise new agricultural business.  Councillors discussed and are of the opinion that there was no agricultural business and, if granted, will eventually result in a full residential application and their comments regarding the original application for the steel building still stand; i.e. “Site is a field, not a small holding or a farm. Councillors feel this is ‘the thin edge of the wedge’ and if granted applicant will then put in for full residential planning permission.”  Meeting at Breckland Council offices – re Capita Symonds Mrs Chapman attended.  Nothing new emerged.  Tim Leader is the Director of Planning. Chairman thanked Mrs Chapman for attending.

26/09:
CORRESPONDENCE: Vitalise​  - asked for financial support.  Refused on usual grounds. Draft revised Statement of Principles re Gambling Act 2005 – proposed new Statement can be viewed on the website at www.breckland.gov.uk. Comments by 15th September. Norforlk ALC Conference – to be held 28th July.  No Councillors to attend. Tree Forum – to be held at Manningtree, Essex.  Considered too far away. 

27/09:
AGENDA ITEMS:
Risk Assessment Minutes – approved and signed. Proposed by Peter Greenwood, seconded by Graham Drew.  The Councillors met on 29th June.  Bus Shelter – overhanging branches causing concern.  Chairman will speak to owners of Grange Farm to obtain permission to cut them. Seat new Bus Shelter – Graham Drew has hard pruned the privet which overhangs the seat. Seat near Church corner – replacement will be considered next year. Noticeboards – in good repair. Peter Greenwood will clean algae off glass on board near Church. Village Sign – needs some attention to surface cracking. Clerk will ask Maurice Reeder if he could oil it.  Overhanging trees at crossroads- vision towards Whissonsett obscured.  Branches have been trimmed.  The Claypits – Graham Drew has inspected and reported no problems.

 Website – it was agreed that full Minutes will now be placed on the Horningtoft website.  The précis will continue to be forwarded to the Upper Wensum Diary. 

Grasscutting – it was agreed that Mr Lake had made a good start tidying up the churchyard, corner on the crossroads and was also cutting the verge by the Church wall.  The situation will be monitored until the end of this year and renewed annually if satisfactory. 

28/09:
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Water leak –leak has appeared, this time outside the home of Mr and Mrs Ted Drew. Anglia Water has been asked to attend. At time of meeting nothing has been done. 

September Council Meeting – Clerk requested that this be changed from Tuesday 8th to Monday 7th. Councillors agreed.  Mrs Chapman apologised in advance as she will be away that week. 

There being no other business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and Peter Greenwood for organising the Church for the Meeting.  Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.  Next meeting on Monday 7th September at 7.30 p.m.  

