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Also Present:
John Labouchere – District Councillor, Peter Fuller (Police Community Support Officer), Mrs Heather Gooch, Mrs Anne Cleverley, Mr John Robertson
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.
MINUTES ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:  signed by Chairman, proposed by Clare Wheeler and seconded by Graham Drew.
District Councillor's Report- John Labouchere began by apologising for his absence last year.

His report mainly on two topics: the collapse of the Iceland banks and the proposed outsourcing of Planning Controls.

Firstly, Breckland had invested £12m in Icelandic banks, which, since the collapse has meant a loss of income of £600,000 p.a.  The partial good news is that the Council hope to get about 80p in the pound of that capital back. The financial situation has caused the Council to reconsider all its investments very carefully and also being innovative in combining with other Councils in order to save money on services. 
Secondly, the outsourcing of the Planning and Building Control services to a firm called Capita Symonds of Manchester.  It is proposed that they will take on the work, employing the current Council staff , based at Dereham and financed by the fees that would normally be paid to Breckland and could generate up to £5.7m in savings with extra revenue for the Council over the 15 year contract. They also anticipate obtaining further contracts in the Region, which, in turn, could lead to further employment in Dereham.  In answer to the question of viability, John Labouchere said that this had been very carefully considered and that shared facilities would provide a better system at less cost. He was questioned on who would make the final planning decisions and confirmed this would be by the Council’s Planning committees. Stressed that Breckland Council would still be in charge.
Chairman mentioned the delay in the Boundary Committee’s decision.  John Labouchere did not think the change would happen.  He also mentioned that he was retiring at the next election after 16 years as District Councillor, which he had enjoyed.  

Chairman thanked John Labouchere for his service to the Ward and wished him well.


Chairman's Report
The Chairman began his report with Planning, with the following Applications being received during the year:-

Mr and Mrs Dye – additional bedroom and garage extension on the Barn and The Laurels – granted.

Mr and Mrs Carden – the erection of a new roadside fence – granted.

Mr and Mrs Cleverley – conversion of agricultural building to dwelling – refused.

Mr and Mrs Nash – Daisy Chain Cottage – plans to extend property – granted.

J Drew & Son – conversion of agricultural buildings to residential – granted following re-submission.

Mr and Mrs G Drew – extension and conservatory to 2 Church Road – granted.

W J Baker & Partners – application for a variation of Condition 9 on holiday cottages at Church Farm which would allow extended periods of occupancy for holiday lets only – granted.

Mr R Storey & Ms S Moden – application to extend Elmroyd – no objection from Parish Councillors – awaiting Breckland decision.

Highways – following the concerted efforts of Parish Councillor Mrs Pauline Chapman and Clerk Mrs Chris Robertson, Anglian Water eventually repaired a water leak in Oxwick in June, the leak having first been reported in April – another example of the utility company striving to preserve precious resources!











Cont/d…
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Mr Jason Glasspoole of Highways has been contacted on various occasions in respect of verges, potholes, unsuitable passing places etc., and as usual has done his best to sort these problems. 

Finance
Income

£4,488.62

Expenditure
£1,528.88

Balance

£3,059.74

General
The Chairman attended several meetings during the course of the year in respect of the proposal for one unitary authority to govern Norfolk.  This seems a costly exercise for no improvement – change for change sake. 

The annual Parish Risk Assessment found a few trees in need of trimming where they overhung the bus shelter, village sign and seat.  Whilst trimming one of the aforementioned by the bus shelter, the Chairman managed to knock one of the arms of the signpost off and he thanked Andy Tate for replacing this. Thanks also to Peter Greenwood for his help and continuing effort to keep the churchyard tidy. The Chairman also attended a Norfolk Planning conference in June, with topics covering light pollution and presentations on town design statements. The main topic discussed during the afternoon was energy, specifically wind farm development in Norfolk and energy conservation. Chairman felt it somewhat ironic that everyone sat through the entire meeting on one of the brightest days of the year with all the lights on!

The September meeting saw Mr Peter Fuller (Police Community Support Officer) attend and give a talk about Speed Camera use and training.  However, the 10/12 volunteers needed to implement the scheme were not forthcoming. 

September also saw the resignation of Maurice Reeder from the Parish Council – Chairman thanked him for his input on the Council over the years. Mr Graham Drew was invited to join the Council after discussion at the November meeting and he was welcomed to the Council, who wished him a long and interesting time as Councillor. 

Charity Trustees Report
Heather Gooch gave the Report, with apologies received from Pauline Chapman.   Income for the year ended March 2008 was £196 with expenses of £215, leaving a balance of £236.   Again asked that anyone who knew of a need in the village should let Pauline Chapman know. 

PCC Treasurer's Report – Anne Cleverley reported that there are 13 parishioners on the Church Electoral register, all within the Parish.  It had been a full year.  A Village Heritage weekend was held in July, well attended and the result of a great deal of work by Heather Gooch and Pauline Chapman for the Heritage Society.  On 29th August, many attended the Institution of the new Rector, Rev. Robin Stapleford, at Colkirk. In September there was a Harvest Service and Picnic Lunch. On 15th November, the Christmas Bazaar was held and on 19th December there was a Carol Service with the Pattesly Singers On 1st February a service was given by Angela Stewart as trainee Reader and, finally, on 27th February, the funeral of Eva Baker, a much respected resident, was held.

Fund raising for the Church involved the Bonus Ball entry, refreshments at The Heritage Weekend, a Coffee Evening at Olive and Ken Tucks, the Christmas Bazaar and Gift Aid Appeal.

Efforts are being made to use the Church for other functions, but the ongoing problem of the heating and lighting needs to be addressed. A further more detailed report, showing the exact requirements re sockets, etc., needs to be arranged with an electrician so that precise information can be given on application forms for grants.  It has been suggested that halogen wall heaters are effective and David Logan suggested a visit to a church with this form of heating might be useful.  He will do further research and advise the Council.

Graham Drew raised the problem of the re-siting of the Paper bank, which has to be moved. This is a source of £2/£300 for the Church each year, but after discussion, no alternative site was found. 
Heritage Society
Heather Gooch reported on the Exhibition held in the Church last summer, when the history of village properties was displayed, with photos, newspaper items and other information giving rise to much local interest. The 1911 Census is now on line, following the ones for 1841 and 1901 and further useful information may be obtained from www.ancestor.co.uk. Many enquiries still being received from people all over the world, who are interested in their connection with Horningtoft. 
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Homewatch Report
John Robertson reported the following:

Speeding through the village excessive and noisy reported by Graham Drew in May and dealt with by Peter Fuller, who visited and warned person concerned. Incidents not repeated. A Trials bike has also been seen both too fast and noisy – so far unable to get registration.

Suspicious callers reported by one/two people, but without the registration number of the vehicles, there is little that can be done. One particular person appeared to be trying to find the owner’s oil tank, ongoing worry, with current high prices. 

Last July, John and Graham Drew reported a suspicious vehicle entering their yard. They managed to get the registration and with the help of some information from a friendly source and Peter Fuller, the persons concerned were traced to Colkirk, where it was discovered that they not only had a police record, but were still wanted. Although they quickly departed from Colkirk they were subsequently arrested. The Police were very grateful for our input on this occasion and also for the report on a vehicle belonging to criminals seen on another property, whose owners were away. The vehicle in question had been used in a ramraid not long before. 

Finally, another trailer has been stolen from a farm in the village and seems to be the most sought after item for thieves!

Peter Fuller – PCSO

Peter Fuller remarked that yet another year has flown by.  He said he brought good news to the Meeting – figures given only last week revealing that Norfolk crime had reduced by 14% over the year which meant that over the last two years, the Police, Partner Agencies and more importantly, the residents, had reduced crime in Norfolk by 22%. 4459 less people suffered crime in the past year, all down to the help and information given by local residents.

In the past year, there have been 16 calls to the Police from Horningtoft although he was pleased to report very few were crime related. The door to door sales people are dealt with by a dedicated unit and Peter asked that identification be obtained in all cases.  If there was any doubt he asked that residents phoned the company represented and do not allow the sales people into the house. He had some ‘cold calling’s stickers if anybody would like one. 

Changes to the Police Force – new response stations, changes in officers and ways of working will be introduced on 6th April and should have a positive effect on local area policing.

Finally, he said that the Safer Neighbourhood Team at Dereham not only responds to problems that have already occurred, but were trained in House Crime Prevention, cycle and property marking and had access to a wealth of free crime prevention information.  He asked that residents not to hesitate to get in touch with any queries or problems. 

Peter Fuller and John Robertson were thanked for their continuing commitment.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
None
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
