Horningtoft Parish Council

Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting

held on Tuesday 12th May 2009
St Edmund’s Church

7.30 p.m.

Councillors Present:

Andrew Hill

Chairman




Peter Greenwood





Clare Wheeler





Pauline Chapman





Graham Drew
Clerk



Chris Robertson





1 member of the public present
Election of Chairman

Andrew Hill – proposed by Peter Greenwood seconded by Pauline Chapman. Duly elected. Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Register of Declarations book updated.
Vice Chairman – discussed the need for this post, in case of Chairman’s absence.  Clare Wheeler agreed to take this on.  Proposed by Graham Drew, seconded by Peter Greenwood. 
15/09 MINUTES of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed by Pauline Chapman and seconded by Clare Wheeler.

16/09
MATTERS ARISING: None. 

17/09
FINANCE: 
Audit Return - Receipts and Payments Reconciliation, Audit Return and Assets Register signed off by Chairman and Clerk. Proposed by Pauline Chapman and seconded by Clare Wheeler. The Assets amount to £3,785, including the Village sign and the Claypits. Balances as at 31st March were: Receipts – £4,588.85 – Payments £1,528.88.  Balance carried forward £3,059.97. This includes a cheque for the Insurance in 2008 which was never presented. A replacement cheque has been issued – see below and a contra entry will be made in the current year’s Receipts and Reconciliations. Clerk will pass all papers to Heather Gooch who will carry out the Internal Audit and the Accounts will then be advertised for inspection by the public on the noticeboards. 
Cheques signed – Allianz Cornhill Insurance £379.37 (replacement), NCAPTC Annual subscription £74.54, Clerk’s salary £267.47.
It was also agreed that the cheque for the current year’s insurance could be paid, when needed. Proposed by Andrew Hill and seconded by Peter Greenwood  

Insurance – the new premium quote from Allianz is up by £20.08 to £399.45, having increased year on year.  A leaflet from a company called Came & Company specialising in Parish Council insurance has been received and it was agreed that they would be asked to quote.  Clerk will contact them. 
18/09
PLANNING: 
North Pole Farm, Colkirk – Mr J Reeve – received copy correspondence for Councillors’ observations regarding the proposed erection of a steel framed building on a field part owned by Horningtoft and Colkirk.  All Councillors were against the proposal and the following comments were sent to Breckland Development Services: ‘Site is a field, not a small holding or a farm.  No justification for a building here of any size. Councillors feel this is the “thin edge of the wedge” and, if granted, applicant would then put in for full residential planning permission.’  Clerk has spoken to Clerk at Colkirk who had heard nothing further at the time of this meeting. 

Elmroyd, Oxwick Road – Mr R Storey and Ms S Moden – permission granted for this application for part demolition and extensions to ground and first floor levels.  This was granted with certain conditions, one of which involves an upgrade of the drainage system onto Oxwick Road and another regarding visibility to the west of the access. Jason Glasspoole from Highways has examined the drainage situation on Oxwick Road and written twice to Mr Storey and Ms Moden, requesting a site meeting.  No reply had been received at the time of this meeting.  Regarding visibility, this requires provision of a 33 metre splay to the west of the access prior to commencement of the development and maintenance at 2 metres setback, of any obstruction, not exceeding 0.6 metres above the level of the adjacent highway.











Cont/d…

-2-

On a general planning matter, it was noted that the externalisation of Planning and Building Control departments has now been agreed with Capita Symonds.  Councillors await the results of this with interest.

19/09
CORRRESPONDENCE:

Horningtoft Footpath No. 7 – letter received from Norfolk C.C. Legal Services, confirming that after the Inspector’s report the footpath will not be deleted.

Freedom of Information Act – letter and DVD received from Information Commissioner’s Office to provide clear practical advice on how to handle requests for information from the public. Clerk will circulate the DVD to Councillors. 

20/09
AGENDA ITEMS:

Grasscutting – after many years service, Mr Moyes has decided to retire.  Clerk has thanked him verbally for his services and a letter will be sent from the Council confirming this.  Clerk will obtain quotes and report back at the next meeting. 

Risk Assessment – the annual Risk Assessment of the village has been arranged for 7 p.m. on Monday 29th June.  Councillors to meet at the Church. 
21/09
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Signage – it was noted that the ‘Road Narrows’ sign on the Brisley Road is missing.  Clerk will inform Highways. 

Speed Limits – Clare Wheeler asked if anything further had been done on reducing the speed limit on the main Fakenham/Dereham Road between Horningtoft and the Brisley School Road.  It was explained that Mr and Mrs Carden had approached the Police and had been advised that unless there was a very good reason to reduce the speed, i.e. a fatal accident, then it would be left at 60mph.  On a related matter, Clerk will approach Peter Fuller regarding the SAM scheme for the village. 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.  The next meeting will be Tuesday 14th July at 7.30 p.m. (Subsequently change to Wednesday 15th July.)
