Horningtoft

Annual Parish Meeting
held on Tuesday 11th March 2008
at 7.30 p.m. in St Edmund’s Church
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Also Present:
Peter Fuller (Police Community Support Officer), Mrs Heather Gooch, Mr John Robertson
Apologies:
John Labouchere – District Councillor, Edmund Brett
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.
District Councillor's Report- read by Chairman
‘During the year vacant and surplus land has been identified. This will be considered for its suitability to be included in the Local Development Framework whether for amenity or inclusion within village envelopes and possible development. 

The demand for affordable homes continues to grow and any building permissions are likely to include the requirement of contributions towards the construction of homes for those who qualify for such assistance. This is in effect a tax on applicants for any other development but will help the council to achieve its quota by 2012.

The Council continues to demand the lowest precept in the country upon its constituents. It is also one of the highest spending councils in the eastern region in terms of benefits to its ratepayers. Our biggest problem is in trying to get the County and Police to use their resources more effectively and economically.

Horningtoft is, of course, my favourite village as it causes me the least bother of the whole ward. I hope all you Parish Councillors and your clerk will come to the gathering on April 14th at Whissonsett where we can hear from our new chief executive Trevor Holden.

Please address any questions which I may be able to answer through your Chairman, and I will get in touch with you on my return from a visit to the Andes.’
MINUTES ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:  signed by Chairman, proposed by Peter Greenwood and seconded by Maurice Reeder.
Homewatch Report – John Robertson mentioned various changes in the village which affect his circulated list of residents: Roger and Mary Carden have moved into Homestead, now called The Paddocks.  New house next to Barracouta – this may be in Horningtoft or Brisley.  The Laurels empty since the death of John Miller. Beechcroft – Cecil Judd died last year.  Grange Farm – now owned by Andy and Ruth Tate, John and Pauline Drew moving to Nelson Lodge.  Elmroyd remains empty since Mrs Baine’s death in 2006. Ivy Farm have new residents although they are four legged!

Very little crime in the village. A car was broken into at Sunset View – nothing taken. Mr Abell also mentioned that a 4WD car, registration number BG54YFY was seen outside his neighbours’ house, the owner acting suspiciously. On being advised, Colin Hodge, local Homewatch Co-ordinator for the Police, said the car was known to them, having been used in a ram raid and should be reported to them immediately if seen again.  Scaffolding was stolen from The Laurels, since recovered. Apart 
from these incidents, there have been thefts of heating oil, car, sheds and garages break ins, within a 20 mile radius of the village.  John Robertson then introduced Peter Fuller, the new PCSO.
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Peter Fuller said he was a member of the Safer Neighbourhood Team, based at Dereham,consisting of a Police Sergeant, Constables and Community Support Officers and he covered 13 villages over a very wide rural area patrolling in marked and unmarked police cars.  The aim of the Team was crime prevention and he said he would be happy to speak to any resident with any problem, however small, offering free advice on crime prevention to anyone. He was asked how heating oil was removed from tanks; apparently, metal scaffold poles can be hammered through the sides and then the oil is drained off. Asked that residents phoned the local number, 08457 456 4567. 
Chairman's Report
Planning – the following Planning applications were received during the year:

Proposed dwelling and garage adjacent to Barracouta – permission granted, despite unanimous objections from Brisley and Horningtoft. Eventually discovered that this part of Horningtoft has a Settlement Boundary, which overrides the Parish Boundary, and therefore permission had been granted.

The Laurels – permission sought by Mr and Mrs Dye for additional bedroom and garage for The Barn – no objection from Parish Council – since passed by Breckland Council.

Highways –30 m.p.h. Limit installed in Spring 2007. This prompted complaints from some residents on Oxwick Road that they were not included within the limit.  Subsequently Slow signs have been painted on the road and bend signs installed. The limit has been actively policed on Brisley Road, resulting in several penalty notices, fines and points on licences. 

Work on the Culvert by Church Farm has finally been commenced, as many cannot fail to have noticed!

Finance – as at 11th March 2008 Income was £3,922.04, Expenditure £1,308.98.  Balance £1,613.03. Suggested Precept 08/09 £1,905 – as last year.
General:

Changes on Parish Council saw John Drew retiring and Kevin Tuck standing down.  Pauline Chapman was welcomed back as a Councillor and Clare Wheeler was co-opted as a new Council member.  
Annual Risk Assessment undertaken in June.  No problems were found. It was noticed that the grass corner opposite the bus shelter was being kept neat and tidy by Mr and Mrs Wheeler and Andy Tate, nearby residents, who were thanked for their efforts.  Thanks also to Peter Greenwood for continuing to remove perennial weeds from the churchyard. 

Breckland are currently conducting a review of Polling places and the Parish Council has proposed that the Polling Station be moved from the Manor to the Church – in line with public opinion.  As yet have received no further information from Breckland. 
Footpath No. 7 on Fakenham Road – requests from owners to remove Footpath No. 7 from their land has been turned down by Norfolk County Council. 
During the year, Clerk attended a Project Finance Management Course arranged by Norfolk Rural Community Council and a Funding Forum last November at Swaffham.  The Chairman attended a Planning Conference in June at Swaffham, also a Workshop in November to discuss the unitary solution for Norfolk.

As mentioned earlier, John Drew retired from the Parish Council.  He was presented with an engraved silver photo frame in appreciation of his 38 years of service. John has reiterated that he would be glad to be consulted on any local matters, particularly historical, if it was felt his knowledge could be useful. The Chairman concluded his report by once again thanking John for his input into the life of Horningtoft.  

Charity Trustees Report
Pauline Chapman advised that the Trustees for the Jubilee Charity were Pauline Chapman, Heather Gooch and Liz Logan. Income for the year ended March 2007 was £185 with expenses of £242, leaving a balance of £255.   Two requests for help with heating costs, etc., were received and granted and  younger members of the village were granted monies for university expenses . Pauline Chapman again asked that anyone who knew of a need in the village should let her know. The Charity monies are there to be used. 

PCC Treasurer's Report – read by Stuart Cleverley in the absence of either of the Churchwardens
This has been quite a year with Fr Paul leaving in June for Papua New Guinea and then leaving for good in September to take up another post in Corby. He had a good send-off and many people went to his inauguration at Corby. He and Fiona are missed  but the Church is struggling through. It has been difficult finding rectors/vicars to take services but this has been managed by having two benefice
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services a month, and St. Edmund’s joining up with another church for one service. The Council will be interviewing candidates on April 11th and hope to appoint very soon after. Thanks to all the P.C.C. members who have supported the Church during the last year. 

Horningtoft now has a very well decorated, clean and beautiful church. It is still left open dawn till dusk for anyone to enter. There are 3 keys to the Church so there should be no misunderstanding about locking or unlocking. The key holders are the 2 church-wardens,  Simon Hibberd and Anne Cleverley and Peter Greenwood, who opens the Church most of the time unless on holiday or ill and was thanked for doing this.  The ‘job’ of Treasurer has been split into two with Liz Logan doing the banking and books and Christine Hibberd looking after all monies from collections etc., and dealing with gift-aid envelopes. This appears to be working well and they were thanked for their efforts.

 Last year there were four weddings, two christenings and four ‘burial of ashes’. The retired bishop of Tanzania also came to preach in January at a Eucharist service. At all benefice services coffee and biscuits were served afterwards and there was a Traidcraft stall. The Church has supported the floods in Tanzania and the children of the Kibaya school on the Masai Steppes with donations. Our Christmas bazaar was a great success, raising over £600 and Liz Logan was thanked for arranging this. Another fundraiser this year was a well supported supper hosted by Olive and Kenny Tuck which raised further funds for the Church. The Quota for the year has been paid in full….yet again!!!! As this is now over £4000 more money-raising schemes are needed. Weekly churchgoers have drifted off and it is becoming more and more difficult to raise this money. There are 11 people on the electoral role but the congregation is usually about 8 - not enough to pay insurance[gone up] heating[dire] and electricity. The Church needs new wiring and new heating. It has even been suggested to everyone - ‘bring a hot-water-bottle and we will give out hand-warmers’.  

The P.C.C would like to see the Church in the village also being used as a village hall -  easily done by curtaining off the altar area - new blood and new ideas are needed, so that the Church can be maintained as a centre for the village. Thanks was given to all who are trying their hardest to keep it going.
Heritage Society
Heather Gooch  reported that there has been an on-going exhibition on the boards in the church, with one side having information about The Hurdle and The Bell and the other side the Horningtoft connection with the Slave Trade.  Sir John Berney who was Lord of the Manor in the late 1700’s early 1800’s also had a plantation on Barbados.  He was in debt and had trustees and there are many letters in the Berney papers at the Norfolk Record Office, including one about his assets, mentioning Horningtoft wood and the Barbados plantation.  Last summer there were displays of some of the work by the Society when a village cricket match was held to raise funds for the church. 

Many enquiries being received via the web site and the visitors book in the church, one reply to an offer of help as follows: “Thanks for contacting me. In fact, after I had entered my details in the book, I spent a very informative couple of hours copying down all the entries relating to the Franklins from your very extensive files in the church. What a revelation! If only I could visit churches in other areas where my ancestors lived and find such records so readily available .Once again, very many thanks for all the work you must do. You deserve a medal!” Geoff Ross. There have been many more ‘thank yous’ in the church and via email. 
Mrs Gooch asked for suggestions for future exhibitions on the boards, which were originally lent by Brisley School who have now said that not only could the Heritage Society keep them, but that they would donate some more. Pauline Chapman and Heather Gooch will collect them, but asked if there was anywhere in the village where they could be stored.

Mentioned that the little booklet about the church is popular and a further reprint have been brought to the Church today. 

The Chairman thanked Heather Gooch for her report. 
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Church Heating and Lighting
As mentioned in the Churchwarden’s report, this is very inadequate and the lighting is bordering on the illegal. It has been suggested by the Parish Council that funding could be found, in the light of the fact that the Church is the village meeting place, not only for church services, but for exhibitions, the bazaar, etc.  The capital costs would amount to around £25,000, and with input from the Parish Council and the Parish Church Council, grants could be found for the remainder. However, this would
depend on a suitable business plan being put forward and after discussion, it was agreed it was the responsibility of the Church Council to come forward with a suggested itinerary for the year. Once 
this had been achieved, the Parish Council could take matters forward.  A question was asked as to the 
financing of the bills for the heating and lighting which would increase with the improvements and this would be discussed at later meetings. 

A member of the public asked if there was anything that could be done about the scramble bikes using the land at the top of Gravel Pit Lane at weekends, which were very noisy and intrusive. This land is owned by a farmer in Whissonsett.  Clerk was asked to write a letter for the Chairman’s signature to the Whissonsett Council to bring the noise nuisance to his attention.

Clare Wheeler mentioned a scheme set up in another village to order heating oil in bulk, which appears to save money.  John Robertson said he had looked into this and was informed that it did not make a lot of difference and created a lot of work for the organiser.

Clare Wheeler also mentioned the litter created on the Brisley Road, which she had personally picked up.  There is a law against fly tipping, but miscreants need to be caught in the act and reported to Breckland Council.
The question of washing/toilet facilities for the Polling Officers was raised and the Chairman said arrangements would be made with local residents if the Church was granted Polling Station status. 

Pauline Chapman mentioned the Easter Good Friday walk – this will take place at 10.30a.m., starting from the Chapel and everybody was welcome to join in for all or part of the walk.
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everybody for attending and the Meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 

