Horningtoft Parish Council

Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6th May 2008 St Edmund’s Church
All Councillors and 7 members of the public present
Election of Chairman Andrew Hill – proposed by Peter Greenwood seconded by Maurice Reeder. Duly elected. Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
MINUTES of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  

MATTERS ARISING: Grasscutting at Fourways – Clerk contacted Highways and was informed that current policy is to cut one metre verge unless further cutting to maintain good visibility was required. Signpost opposite bus shelter – Clerk contacted Highways who will assess and carry out any necessary work. 
FINANCE: Audit Return - Receipts and Payments Reconciliation, Assets Register and Audit Return signed off by Chairman and Clerk. Papers to Heather Gooch for the Internal Audit. Clerk has purchased a filing cabinet. Clerk has changed the Business Premium Account to an Instant Access Saver account, paying better interest. Signatories - if necessary, new forms can be completed at the July meeting.

PLANNING: The Paddocks – Mr and Mr Cardew –new fence – no objection - Councillors unanimously agreed. Permission granted. Daisy Chain Cottage, 2 Oxwick Road –no objection – Councillors unanimously agreed although it was felt the neighbours light and privacy would be affected.  However, all neighbours were contacted and none objected to the proposed extension. Ivy Farm – conversion of agricultural buildings, full planning – Mr and Mrs Cleverley –no objections – Councillors uninamously agreed, with the proviso that this was for a permanent rather than a holiday letting. 

Grange Farm barns – conversion to residential –no objection – this conversion was applied for a year ago and after advertising the property for commercial rent and a small change to the cartshed, again has been unanimously agreed. 
AGENDA ITEM: Hermitage Ward Gathering – Mrs Chapman attended the meeting at Whissonsett Village Hall, where the  Local Development Framework was discussed further by representatives from Breckland Council. It was confirmed that by 2026 Breckland will deliver 19,000 new homes, two thirds of this growth being directed to the A11 corridor – Thetford, Attleborough and Snetterton -  with Dereham creating 1,000 new homes. With regard to the future role of villages without Settlement Boundaries, such as Horningtoft where development is restricted to conversion of agricultural buildings, two questions were asked: 1) is the current approach still appropriate and 2) are tighter controls needed on future development or a more flexible approach. Councillors felt that without the proper infrastructure, such as main drainage, Horningtoft should maintain the status quo.
The next meeting will be Tuesday 8th July at 7.30 p.m.
