
[image: image1.emf]MINUTES  OF PARISH MEETINGTUESDAY 8 TH  JULY 2008   All  Councillors  and Clerk  Present:   Members of the Public:   None   MINUTES  of the Annual Parish Council Meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.    MATTERS ARISING:   Grasscutting   –  Clerk will ask if Mr Moyes c ould cut the bank on the lane to the left of  the Church and the verge in front of the Millennium wall.  Signpost   –  Clerk has asked Highways to inspect and  they have agreed to do so, repairing where necessary.  Nothing done so far.    FINANCE:   Clerk changed th e Business Premium account to an Easy Access Saver, giving 3.65% interest, which is  already reflecting in the monthly interest income.    Signatories   –  Clerk has contacted Barclays who sent the wrong Mandate.     Filing Cabinet   –  this item has had to be return ed as it was faulty.   A new one will be purchased.   Audit   –  this has been completed,  Internal Audit completed  by Mrs Gooch and sent off to Mazars, the new  external auditors.  A  Notice  has been attached to each Notice   board giving the public the opportunity  to  examine the Accounts.    CORRESPONDENCE:   Parish Owned Grit Bins   –  asked by NCC if we had or ever had a grit bin. Negative  reply sent by email.  Water leak  -   Oxwick Road   –  the water leak was reported as long ago as last April by  residents.  Nothing was done , but with the combined efforts of Mrs Chapman and the Clerk, the leak was  repaired  with  a further leak outside Mr and Mrs Reeder’s house also repaired at the same time.   It  had  been  reported that the water was causing a dangerous hazard on the culvert as  the temporary road surface had  broken up and potholes were appearing under the water. Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2009   – nomination  form from the NCAPTC has been received and Councillors voted to put the Chairman’s name forward.     Standards Committee   –  lo cal assessment  –  any complaints that a member may  have  breached the Code of  Conduct will now be dealt with by local Committees, not the Board for England.   A nybody wishing to make a  complaint should now approach Breckland Council Standards Committee and po sters to this effect have been  put on the Notice Boards.   PLANNING:   Mr and Mrs G Drew  –  Extension and conservatory to 2 Church Road  –  Permission granted.    Mr and Mrs Cleverley  –  barn conversion to dwelling  –  Permission refused.  Mr and Mrs Cleverley will ap peal.    J Drew and Son  –  conversion of barns to residential use  –  Planning application withdrawn. Will be re - submitted.    A GENDA ITEM:   LDF  -  Site Specifics   –  Councillors have read the draft propos als put forward by Breckland Council.  Any  comments to be rece ived by 30 th  September 2008.  Horningtoft still has  no  Settlement Boundary and according  to the proposals, this is not expected to change.  The village therefore retains the status quo.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   Risk Assessment   –  it was agreed that Councillors  and Clerk would carry out the annual Risk Assessment on  Monday 14 th  July at 7.30 p.m.    Boundary Committee  –  draft proposals for unitary local Government in Norfolk   –  it has been proposed that  there be one unitary authority for Norfolk comprising the count y and the Lowestoft area of Suffolk.   Consultation will take place over 12 weeks with representations to reach the Committee by 26 th  September.  Councillors have seen a copy of the proposals and generally believe that this will lead to an increase in  Counci l Taxes. Any decision to send in objections/comment will be discussed at the September meeting.   Norfolk Planning Conference 2008   –  Chairman attended this on 12 th  June. Discussion took place lighting,  design and energy.   Street lighting/pollution   –  Bob Mizon   –  co - ordinato r for ‘Campaign for Dark Skies’   North  Norfolk one of only three dark sky areas in U.K.   W ants lighting to be only where needed and angled  downwards. Sees no need for bright security lights  –  it encourages the burglars and is not a deterrent.  Mr  Mizon summarised by saying light takes millions of years to reach us, why lose its effect in the last  millisecond of its journey.    F ollowed by David Hook, Vice Chairman of Hempnall P.C. and co - ordinator of  CPRE Norfolk Light Pollution Campaign, who arg ued for a standard Light Pollution clause to be included in  Planning Reports. Two members from South Wootton P.C. and one from Downham Market gave  presentations on their town Design Statements.  After lunch, the main topic was Wind Farm development in  Norf olk. Those in favour champi oned the secure supply of power  whilst not polluting the atmosphere, those  against said it was too expensive and impacted adversely on the area where they were installed.  Chairman  pointed out the irony of the fact that  –  on what  was probably the brightest day of the year so far  -  everyone  was sitting all day indoors with the lights on. When this was brought to the Chair’s attention at the end of the  session, she confessed she didn’t know where the light switches were and it was n ot her responsibility to  switch them off.     The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9 th  September. 7.30 p.m. in the Church    


